






The goal is simple: 
construction projects, planning, and whatever else affects life in 
Boston. The Boston Informer was created by us—an architect, a 
transportation planner and a management consultant—to meet this goal. 
_ Welcome to The Boston Informer! Anthony Casendino, Anne 
McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


New On-Ramp at Harbor Towers 

After two years of planning, the Central Artery 
project has officially announced its intent to build 
a temporary (six plus years) on-ramp in the Rowes 
Wharf-Harbor Towers area along Atlantic Av- 
enue in a Notice of Project Change filed with the 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EQEA). The temporary 
_ ramp is needed, because the existing Northern Avenue on-ramp will 
be removed to allow utility relocation work in that area. 

The plan presented in the Final Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement/Report was to remove the ramp and reroute traffic 
to the Congress Street on-ramp or up Atlantic Avenue. This plan 
would send approximately 225 more vehicles northbound in the p.m. 
peak on Atlantic Avenue causing the intersection of State Street and 
Altantic Avenue to be at an unacceptable level of service (E). 

The proposed temporary ramp would mean fewer cars diverted to 
Atlantic Avenue in front of Rowes Wharf and Harbor Towers during 
utility construction; improve the level of service at State Street and 
Altantic Avenue (D), eliminate the need to reopen a closed off ramp 
in Dewey Square; and allow High Street to be reversed to divert traffic 
to the new ramp instead of increasing congestion on Atlantic Avenue. 

The schedule for the temporary ramp calls for construction of the 
ramp to begin in January 1994 and take six months. The existing 
Northern Avenue on-ramp would be demolished by January 1995. 
The existing Congress Street on-ramp would be closed October 1995 
and the existing Northern Avenue off-ramp would be shifted into its 
place. 





1) Proposed on-ramp at High Street 


(2) Existing Northern Avenue on-ramp 
9 Existing Northern Avenue off-ramp 
4) Existing Congress Street on-ramp 


Proposed downtown-area ramps, including new on-ramp at Harbor 
Towers. Source: Central Artery project Notice of Project Change. 
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Changes II: Massport 

Winds of change: While news of the proposed 
megaplex were resounding, a recasting of the 
Board of one of the major players in the megaplex 
drama, Massport, is in the offing. Changes in the 
Massport Board of Directors will give Governor 
Weld control of the Board in July and prepare the way for a new 
director and others at Massport. In the coming months, it would be 
a good idea to keep an eye on previous policy decisions (i.e., from 
a previous Administration), such as Runway 14-32 and increased 
use of Hanscom Air Force Base for commuter planes. Massport also 
owns of one of the sites considered for the proposed megaplex. 
However, the Boston Redevelopment Authority is cautious about 
the Northern Avenue megaplex site for a number of City-impact 
reasons (don't forget, a mayoral election is underway). The MBTA 
is planning a new, underground Transitway from South Station in 
conjunction with the Central Artery along Atlantic Avenue and then 
under Northern Avenue. Interrelated agreements have Massport 
funding as much as $150 million in road work for the $6.4 billion 
Central Artery project and may have implications on negotiations 
for the World Trade Center megaplex site and at the Boston Marine 
Industrial Park. It will be interesting to observe how agencies and 
independent authorities will be aligned and realigned in the upcom- 
ing months. Stay tuned... 


Central Artery Construction 


Plans for the Central Artery depression were 
to use the conventional "cut and cover" method 
in which side (slurry) walls are first built, then 
the dirt between them is excavated from an 
open pit. Temporary (three to five years) deck- 
ing is used to cover the pit as work progresses. After the tunnel is 
complete, the permanent final surface is built in a separate step. 

Boston city officials for the past year have strongly advocated the 
use of "top-down" construction, a method that uses the same side 
slurry walls, but the permanent surface is installed immediately and 
dirt is removed by underground tunneling methods. They maintain 
it is less disruptive, cleaner and cheaper. The Post Office Square Garage 
and Rowes Wharf were built using the "top-down" technique. 

Artery officials have now agreed that "top-down" construction 
will be used in the area around Dewey Square and around State 
Street. They are evaluating other possible areas to do "top-down" 
construction but have made no commitments to other areas. 
















| [fr 
The North Station to South Station rail link got a boost when the 
state instructed the Central Artery's management contractor to begin 
preliminary engineering on changes needed to preserve the option of 
the link. Eventually, construction documents will be changed to 
extend slurry walls 25 feet below the Artery to accommodate the link. 
There has been no commitment to build the link yet, nor has there 
been a decision to pursue funding. The rail link will undergo the 
scrutiny of the Program for Mass Transportation (PMT) process 
which ranks and selects projects to pursue based on performance 
measures such as ridership, estimated emissions reduction, operat- 
ing costs, and capital cost per rider. 
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Lafayette Place, a dismal, unsuccessful and closed three- ) D. oo gg setae 
story shopping mall on Washington Street, is getting develop- / DY | Roe t 
ment interest from three companies. Forest City, Druker Co./ |: 7 PrN RNn EE 
Stephen Karp, and JMB/Urban Development. Its neighbors, . oo Fescoretcrieimenretenenrtnnt 
Jordan Marsh and Swissotel, are planning major renovations. 

The combined results could lead to a revival of mid- and lower 
Washington Street after a number of bleak years. Meanwhile, 
the City has put a $4 million street and sidewalk reconstruction | 
along Washington Street on hold. 
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In Chinatown debate rages over a New England AY) 

Medical Center (NEMC) proposal to build a 455-car | » (yen ORTH 
garage on Oak Street on BRA-owned land and offer- - Aimy 
ing the community in returm either $1.8 million or a The uni : SAIL AT] 
10,000 sq. ft. community center built nearby. The BRA the unique 1928 art deco B atterymarch l/s) 4 : 
supports NEMC (the BRA needs the money) and the | Building, a 14-story 270,000 sq.ft. office build- a gS (Bye, Cdn 
Chinatown/South Cove Neighborhood Council voted ing located between Batterymarch, Broad and Uk Ra / RN) \ Y 
its support. However, many community groups and Franklin streets, is reportedly being sold by Harold NY Yj wy 2 
residents are strongly opposed due to its proximity to } Brown to French investors who plan to do a Y 





housing and the elementary school. Also, in 1990 a 
community center of up to 90,000 sq. ft. had been 
promised for the site of the parking garage. 
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complete renovation. The building is now about 20 
percent occupied, mostly by ground-floor retail. 
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Recent debate about the “megaplex,” currently envisioned as a} :::": 
500,000 s.f. convention center and 70,000 seat football stadium] ::::: 
(and baseball park?) has focused on location as much as cost. | 2:2: 

The two current favored sites are the South Bay (near the I-93/] "3": 
Massachusetts Avenue Interchange) and Northern Avenue near] :::::: 
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‘cS Ee : the World Trade Center in South Boston. The State prefers the] :::::: 
est Se eae \ Northern Avenue site which would use mostly Massport-owned] °°": 
SS : Pm cere land and is more convenient to downtown hotels for conventions. | :::::: 


The City prefers the South Bay site for its ability to handle peak]: 
traffic for sports events and because the Northern Avenue site| *::": 
would complicate the design of the Third Harbor Tunnel approach] °:::": 
roads. Estimated cost is about $700 million. on 


permanently extend the Harbor Line, but objec- eredeteceledelelelellelelelele eel ele eee eee oceetatatanatstateetatteterstatetestatiteneteteteterstetenetattetetetetetetetatatenetetetats 
a~.-.\) tions from various organizations who feared the 
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; Bae exemption to extend the Harbor Line 280 feet to | \i:scc0% 
J allow the luxury cruise ship Odyssey to dock there. }\ 42-555 


Originally, Rowes Wharf had filed legislation to fi:t:0-0c0-: 
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What's Up? 


@ To improve visibility and response time, the Boston Police 
Department will initiate a pilot "cops on bikes" program in Area A 
(including downtown, Boston Common, Downtown Crossing, Chinatown, 
North End, Beacon Hill, Combat Zone and Waterfront). Modeled after 
programs in many U. S. cities and several in Massachusetts, Boston's 
cops-on-bikes program involves 12 officers who will patrol from 7:30 
a.m. to midnight. Some $10,000 for the program for bikes and equipment 
was raised by the Downtown Crossing Association to promote commu- 
nity policing. The program may be expanded to other neighborhoods. 






The North End/Waterfront community has formed a uni- 
fied committee of residents, businesses and institutions to deal with the 
potential impacts of the Central Artery project. The committee will focus 
not only on impacts during construction of the mainline, but also on early 
activities such as utility relocations and the post-construction plans for 
the land above the depressed Artery. 

Three major community meetings have been held with Artery and City 
officials. The primary issue has been accessibility for pedestrians and 
vehicles during all phases of the project. The Committee will submit a 
funding proposal to the Artery project for an independent technical consult- 
ant to help clarify issues and find solutions. For information call 723-3584. 


The New England Aquarium has bought the parcel of land on 
Atlantic Avenue between N. E. Telephone and Aquarium Garage from the 
BRA for $200,000. The parcel housed American International Rent-a-Car. 


The recent two-day forum sponsored by the Boston Society 
of Architects, "The New Urban Ring," began to investigate the implica- 
tions of creating a circumferential arc linking Boston, Cambridge, 
Somerville, Everett and Chelsea. The forum explored economic, social 
and transportation issues and the opportunities that could be created if 
these "previously insular" neighborhoods were linked ina number of ways. 
After a second forum on September 25 and 26, the results will be part of a 
conference sponsored by MIT, Harvard, and The Boston Globe. 


5 The Aquarium Garage (Boston Harbor Garage) on Milk Street 
has been taken over by the mortgagor Connecticut General Life Insurance 
Co. and is being run by Meredeth & Grew. 


The Central Artery project keeps producing those "Notices of Project 
Change" (NPC) to submit to the Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs (EOEA). Among recent NPCs for design changes since the Final 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Report (FSEIS/R) was 
approved were proposed changes to the I-93/Massachusetts Avenue 
Interchange, changes to the East Boston Route 1A connection, and 
the Northern Avenue on-ramp replacement. Several of the NPCs have 
stated that the changes are necessary to accomplish the "Maintenance of 
Traffic Plan" proposed in the FSEIS/R and have claimed the impacts are 
in fact less than under the original plan shown in the FSEIS/R. The NPCs 
request EOEA rule the proposals don't change the project scope and 
therefore do not require further environmental review. The public has the 
opportunity to comment within the 20-day review period. 


Urgent!! Due to limited response to the first advertisement, new proposals 
for Management Overview Consultant for the Central Artery/Tunnel 
project are needed. Call Massachusetts Highway Dept., 973-7800, for details. 


Departures: Mark Primack, undersecretary, Executive Office of Transporta- 
tion & Construction. Carolyn Wylder, MBTA Asst. General Manager of 
Design and Construction, reportedly is returning to Atlanta. 
















Whom do I contact?? 


Peter Lucas, MBTA Assistant General 
Manager of Public Affairs...call 722-4400 


New MBTA General Counsel, 
Peter B. Morin...call 722-3160 


Curtis Davis, director of design and engi- 
neering, Central Artery...call 951-6111 





@NeE DAY IN THE NEXT CENTURY:-. 
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